Residual radiation damage in the mouse foot after exposure to heavy particles.
Mice receiving a first treatment with graded doses of various heavy charged particles (protons and heavy ions) to one of their hind legs were re-exposed to a fixed dose of x rays eight months later to study the "memory" of residual damage from the first treatment. No significant memory of the first radiation exposure was observed for acute skin rection. However, there is an indication of memory for foot deformity. The results do not seem to indicate any significant differences in memory after exposure to 60Co gamma rays compared with protons or heavy ions, if biological effectiveness of the doses is taken into consideration.